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Continuing the legacy

DM STAFF REPORT

Leaders
respond to
concealed
carry bill

the system not only to make
Oxford’s crime statistics
more accurate but also to
comply with new federal
laws. According to the FBI,
if local law enforcements do
not implement the NIBRS
method of reporting by Jan.
1, 2021, they will lose federal
funding. For OPD, this would
mean a cut for many of its
current programs.
“If we lost federal funding,
we could keep doing what
we’re doing,” Maiden said.
“But we would not be able to
do it as effectively.”

Mississippi just got one step
closer to allowing concealed carry
on college campuses.
The Mississippi House of Representatives passed House Bill
1083 Wednesday morning. The
bill, if passed by the state Senate,
would allow weapons on college
campuses in places like classrooms or athletic events. This
would override the IHL policy
prohibiting guns in non-public
campus areas.
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter released a statement Wednesday
afternoon urging the state leaders
and legislators involved to consider the negative implications
this bill would have on the Ole
Miss campus.
“If this bill were to pass, it
would negatively impact the University of Mississippi’s ability to
continue to uphold the safety and
security for our students, faculty, staff, patients, and visitors on
all our campuses — the Oxford
campus, our regional campuses,
and the University of Mississippi
Medical Center,” Vitter said.
Vitter called for the state to
allow university campuses the
authority to prohibit guns in
non-public places on campus.
In a letter released Wednesday,
SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey
warned Vitter and Mississippi
State University President Mark
Keenum of the possible repercussions of this decision.
“Given the intense atmosphere
surrounding athletic events, adding weapons increases meaningful safety concerns and is expected to negatively impact the
intercollegiate athletics programs
at your universities in several
ways,” Sankey said.
Sankey noted that if the bill became law, it could be detrimental
to athletic programs in the state.
“If HB1083 is adopted to permit weapons in college sports
venues, it is likely that competitors will decline opportunities
to play in Oxford and Starkville,
game officials will decline assignments, personal safety concerns

SEE OPD SYSTEM PAGE 4

SEE CONCEALED CARRY PAGE 5
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BLAKE ALSUP

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Men of Excellence held a “Continuing the Legacy
Walk” yesterday to honor James Meredith, the first
African-American student to enroll at the university.
Members of the group, which aims to empower minority males at the university, began the walk at the
Lyceum steps and ended at the James Meredith statue.
Rodney Kemper and Nicholas Crasta led the tour
through campus.
“I believe the important part to take away from the
walk today was to not let what James has done go to
waste,” Kemper said. “And to come to this school and
celebrate his legacy by getting an education, which is
all he wanted to do.”
Kemper said he thinks the event stands out among
others on campus during Black History Month because
it is an educational tour led by black men and sends out
a positive message.
SEE THEDMONLINE.COM FOR FULL STORY

OPD updating crime reporting system
JORDAN HOLMAN
STAFF WRITER

The
Oxford
Police
Department will be switching
over from the Uniform
Crime Reporting (UCR)
system it currently uses to
the National Incident-Based
Reporting System (NIBRS)
within the next year. Overall,
OPD hopes the new system
will make its annual crime
reports to the FBI more
detailed.
With the UCR program,
the department summarizes
its reports under the hierarchy rule, so in a potential

multi-crime incident, only
the most serious crime is reported to the FBI. The new
NIBRS system will allow
OPD to include each crime
reported in a multi-crime
incident in addition to detailing the relationship of the
victim to the perpetrator and
the date, time and location of
the crime.
“Under UCR, if someone
broke into your house, stole
your TV, jewelry, assaulted you and busted out your
windows, only the burglary
would be included in our
state reports,” OPD Maj.
Sheriden Maiden said.

This system can thus be
problematic in its lack of detail, Maiden said. It can deflate crime statistics, making
it appear as though fewer
crimes occur in an area than
actually do. When crime statistics are inaccurate in such
a manner, local and state law
enforcement have difficulty
knowing where and how to
allocate their resources.
“UCR has been in use since
the 1940s,” Maiden said. “Society has evolved, and (UCR)
has served its purpose. NIBRS is much more useful
now.”
OPD plans to implement
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President Donald Trump
delivered his first State of the
Union address last week with
SALES ACCOUNT
one mindset standing out in the
EXECUTIVES
80-minute speech: nationalism.
Rebecca Brown
Trump’s position of “AmeriCameron Collins
ca first” has remained relativeSam Dethrow
ly steady, showing itself in his
Ethan Gray
foreign policy and immigration
rhetoric. Though his proposals
S. GALE DENLEY
for immigration reform include
STUDENT MEDIA CENTER some compromises, like a path
to citizenship for Dreamers,
PATRICIA THOMPSON
Assistant Dean
the idea that American citizens
Student Media
should be preferred over others
Daily Mississippian Faculty
remains firm.
Adviser
The argument goes that be-
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cause Americans pay taxes and
are invested in the U.S. government, they should be the only
ones served in decisions made
by that government. This thinking shows through in the decision to leave the Paris Climate
Accords, talks of leaving trade
deals and ignoring refugees in
need of assistance.
The ideas are sold under
the premise that policy is a zero-sum game. This is simply not
true.
A basic American value is believing that different people can
work together and be better for
it. It’s the same reason Americans work to eliminate racism,
sexism and homophobia; the
country can function more fully when everyone is equally involved.
When the world adopts the
mentality that everyone should
look out for himself alone, people lose out on the valuable lessons, resources and cooperative
power that could come with
working together.
It’s through sharing ideas
and power that disease, poverty and war have been reduced
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worldwide through cooperatives like the United Nations.
These programs do cost money,
but it’s money spent to save and
improve human lives. It allows
nations to proclaim together
that all people are valuable, no
matter where they are from.
When the U.S. refuses to accept refugees or support programs that don’t directly benefit
us, we declare that foreign lives
are not as worthy of existence as
American lives. More than that,
we forget our nation’s legacy of
immigrants being a crucial part
of the national economy and
identity.
While I’m not advocating
for the U.S. giving all of its resources to the welfare of other
nations, it should foster an atmosphere of global cooperation, not competition. When we
work together to clean up the
environment, buy and sell more
goods or improve nations in
need, we actually serve our own
interests.
Caring for the Earth through
reducing pollution and minimizing climate change is good
for every nation, including ours.

The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays in print during the academic year, on days
when classes are scheduled. New content is published online
seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students
should include grade classification and major; letters from
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or
department where the person is employed.

The transition to clean power
and less waste may negatively impact the economy at first,
but it is necessary in preparing
to succeed in the future. Other
governments realize that a rising tide lifts all boats, whether
economically or ecologically.
The same is true for accepting
refugees. The next Steve Jobs
or Jeff Bezos could be in the
crowds that we welcome with
the inscription of the Statue
of Liberty. Even if the average
immigrant does not create the
most profitable company or become the wealthiest person on
earth, he or she does help the
economy, which is good for everyone.
As much as “America first”
may be able to make a crowd
shriek with excitement and
pride, Americans, of all people,
should know the power of working together, e pluribus unum.
Daniel Payne is a sophomore
integrated marketing
communications major from
Collierville, Tennessee.

OPINION

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 8 FEBRUARY 2018 | PAGE 3

COLUMN

Motivation: Where to find it, how to sustain it

TRIPP BOND

STAFF COLUMNIST

Motivation: We all want
it, crave it and hunt it. Motivation is an elusive creature
that always seems just out
of reach, except for a few
invigorating moments when
our fingers brush its electric
hide.
But perhaps we’re chasing it too hard? Maybe,
like happiness, we need to
let motivation come to us
where we are.
Recently, Ole Miss hosted
a TEDx event. Many beautiful and fantastic ideas
were passed along from the
speakers to the audience.
Much of what was said ended in a call to action of some
kind or another.
It seems that such events,

whether stated or not, are
primarily aimed at motivating the hearer to do one
thing or another. And that’s
great, but it’s also flawed.
The flaw is that the motivation the world offers is
external. External motivation, the kind we chase, can
only last for so long.
Let’s use fear as an example. Imagine a bear, snake
or clown, or if those aren’t
scary enough, a bear-snakeclown-hybrid-thing,
is
chasing you.
Suddenly, you’re motivated to run. And run you
will, because who can fight
a bear-snake-clown-hybrid?
However, once you’re out
of harm’s way, you’ll stop
running; and you probably
wouldn’t take up running
because of the fear you experienced on that day.
Now imagine that you love
running because it gives you
pleasure and helps you relax. It’s likely you’re going
to run daily.
What’s the difference between fear and love? Fear is
external, and love is internal. Once the fear is gone,
you have no reason to run.
It’s the same with all forms
of external motivation. Stay

away from the outer motivator long enough (whether through space, time or
both) and its power over
you wanes.
And if you go back to the
source of the external motivator? It won’t give you
the same level of hype it
once did. Unless, of course,
you’re being chased by a
bear-snake-clown-hybrid
– life and death situations
tend to always give you the
same level of temporary
motivation.
Remember, for example,
how motivated you probably were when you first
watched Shia LaBeouf’s viral video, “Just Do It”? How
did you feel after it was
memed and you watched it
for the umpteenth time? It’s
unlikely you felt motivated
at all.
The power external motivators have over you weakens with each subsequent
experience due to the economic concept of “diminishing return” – the user
gets marginally less from a
good each time he uses it.
This economic law also
applies to our human obsession with novelty. If it’s not
new to us, it’s immediately

less valuable to our brains.
Hence, why Shia LaBeouf’s
video descended from external motivation to memedom.
So, if we cannot gain real
and lasting motivation from
outside, then it must come
from within. And this is
where love plays a part.
Often, we joke about how
we love cake or a TV show.
Usually, it is probably incorrect to use love in these
contexts.
There is, however, some
truth in saying we love certain things or actions. The
love of running for example, or of enjoying excellent food, are deep passions
that spring from within us.
If you love running, you’ll
continue to do it. If you love
trying new foods, you’ll continuously be seeking them.
This is because love is an
unlimited, infinitely renewable resource.
Internal motivation, or
love, is the only true motivation we can have. It’s the
only kind that lasts. So, for
example, if you want to be
motivated to be a better student, you shouldn’t watch a
dozen YouTube videos encouraging you to “get out

there and do it!” Instead,
you should cultivate your
passion for learning.
Nurture your enjoyment
and love for what you want
to be motivated in, and the
motivation will naturally
follow.
As the “theological” staff
writer, I would be remiss
not to bring up what the Bible has to say on this subject. Jesus, ever the philosopher, aptly points out
that where your treasure is,
there your heart is also.
Whatever
you
value,
whatever you enjoy, whatever you love is what your
heart will be motivated to
pursue. For the Christian,
seeing Jesus’ kingdom of
love manifested here and
now should be our foremost
treasure, making love itself
ironically the thing we love
and are motivated to do.
However, this truth is
good for anything you want
to be motivated to pursue:
make it your treasure, and
the motivation will follow.
Tripp Bond is a
sophomore history major
from Meridian.
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OPD SYSTEM

continued from page 1
To avoid this, OPD plans
to implement the system by
the end of the year. It is applying for a federal grant to
fund the change; however, if
it is not awarded the grant,
the department will have to
either reevaluate its budget
in October – when it plans for
the next fiscal year – or ask
the city to subsidize the transition.
Upon implementation of
the NIBRS, OPD officers will
have about 18 hours of training to learn how to use the
new software. This will ultimately cost the department
money spent on the training
and on officers not spending
that time working.
According to Maiden, the
switch will have little effect
on the community of Oxford.
“Crime statistics won’t rise
or fall,” Maiden said. “The
way we report incidents is
just going to be a little bit different.”
The switch from the UCR
system of reporting to NIBRS
will clarify and improve crime
statistics across the state of
Mississippi, not just the city
of Oxford. Currently, 39 states
have successfully adopted the
NIBRS; Oxford’s adoption
will offer the state and city
a clearer picture of how resources should be spent.

First African-American UM Law School
graduate returns to campus to speak today
KAJAH KENNEDY
CONTRIBUTOR

The Honorable Constance
Slaughter-Harvey, who made
her mark as the first African-American to graduate from
the University of Mississippi
School of Law and later as the
first African-American judge
in the state of Mississippi will
discuss her life, struggles and
success tonight in Weems Auditorium.
The event, titled “Because
of Her We Can,” will begin at
5 p.m. and is being hosted by
the Undergraduate Black Law
Student Association as part of
Black History Month.
Members of the Undergraduate Black Law Student Association said they hope that hearing
Slaughter-Harvey’s story will
serve as inspiration to all of the
attendees.
“I hope they realize they
can break grounds like Mrs.
Slaughter-Harvey has,” said
Kornicha Johnson, vice president of the UBLSA. “I want
them to realize that if they
stay dedicated and committed
to the cause and to what they
want to do in their career path
and know their purpose and
try to do everything they can
to carry out that purpose, that

they can reach their goals.”
Slaughter-Harvey graduated
from the university in 1970 and
began working for the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law for two years as a staff
attorney. After representing the
families of two students who
were killed at Jackson State and
other students who were brutalized by highway patrolmen,
she filed a desegregation lawsuit against the highway patrol,
which resulted in the hiring of
African-American highway patrolmen. She then relocated to
her hometown of Forest to begin a private law practice.
Much of Slaughter-Harvey’s work has been to not only
fight for the civil rights of African-Americans but also those
who are underprivileged.
Slaughter-Harvey, along with
Secretary Dick Molpus, lobbied
for mail-in voter registration,
which was signed into law in
April 1991. She also fought for
Motor Voter Registration and
became the first African-American and first female member of
the Motor Voter National Advisory Board.
“Ms. Slaughter-Harvey has
worked as the executive director of Southern Legal Rights
and the director of East Mississippi Legal Services,” said

LaKayla Love, president of the
Undergraduate Black Law Student Association.
Slaughter-Harvey has received honors from multiple
organizations, including the
National Council of Negro
Women Outstanding Service
Award (1987 and 1993), two
NAACP Legal Awards (1990

‘

ing the first female and first African-American to be honored.
“This event is not only meant
to be inspirational, but it will
allow students and attendees
the opportunity to take a look
at some of the other ways African-Americans have impacted
the university and continued to
make history in the state of Mis-

This is untold history. It is a
story for all to hear. No one
really knows about it, so it is
time to listen.”
-LaKayla Love, Undergraduate Black Law
Student Association president

and 1999), the Mississippi
Women Lawyers’ Outstanding
Woman Lawyer Award (2000)
and the Mississippi Bar’s Susie
Blue Buchanan Award (2004),
for her dedication and commitment to the continuing struggle
for justice.
The Black Law Student Association at the University of
Mississippi School of Law was
named in her honor and she
has received the law school’s
Public Service Award, becom-

sissippi,” Love said. “This is untold history. It is a story for all to
hear. No one really knows about
it, so it is time to listen.”
Malik Pridgeon, director of
outreach for the Undergraduate
Black Law Student Association,
said it is important to honor and
recognize heroes and heroines.
“It is important because if we
do not learn from history, then it
will repeat itself,” Pridgeon said.
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Social media propels controversy, conversation for Ole Miss students who protested Friday
CLARA TURNAGE

thedmeditor@gmail.com
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One in five
women and
one in 71 men
will be raped at
some point in
their lives (a) 46.4%
lesbians, 74.9%
bisexual women and
43.3% heterosexual
women reported sexual
violence other than rape
during their lifetimes, while
40.2% gay men, 47.4%
bisexual men and 20.8%
heterosexual men reported
sexual violence other than rape
during their lifetimes. (p) Nearly one
in 10 women has been raped by an
intimate partner in her lifetime, including completed forced penetration,
attempted forced penetration or
alcohol/drug-facilitated completed penetration. Approximately one in 45 men has been
made to penetrate an intimate partner during
his lifetime. (b) 91% of the victims of rape and
sexual assault are female, and 9% are male (o)In
eight out of 10 cases of rape, the victim knew the
person who sexually assaulted them (l 8% of rapes
occur while the victim is at work (e)Cost and ImpactEach rape costs approximately $151,423 (d) Annually,
rape costs the U.S. more than any other crime ($127
billion), followed by assault ($93 billion), murder ($71
billion), and drunk driving ($61 billion) (l)81% of women and
35% of men report significant short-term or long-term
impacts such as Post- Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
(a)Health care is 16% higher for women who were sexually
abused as children (m) Child sexual abuseOne in four girls and one
in six boys will be sexually abused before they turn 18 years old
(f)34% of people who sexually abuse a child are family members
(n)12.3% of women were age 10 or younger at the time of their first
rape/victimization, and 30% of women were between the ages of 11 and
17 (a)27.8% of men were age 10 or younger at the time of their first
rape/victimization (a) More than one-third of women who report being
raped before age 18 also experience rape as an adult (a)96% of people who
sexually abuse children are male, and 76.8% of people who sexually abuse
children are adults (n)325,000 children are at risk of becoming victims of
commercial child sexual exploitation each year (m) The average age at which girls
first become victims of prostitution is 12 to 14 years old, and the average age for
boys is 11 to 13 years old (m) Campus Sexual assault One in 5 women and one in 16
men are sexually assaulted while in college (i). More than 90% of sexual assault victims
on college campuses do not report the assault (c) 63.3% of men at one university who
self-reported acts qualifying as rape or attempted rape admitted to committing repeat
rapes (j) Crime reports Rape is the most under-reported crime; 63% of sexual assaults are
not reported to police (o). Only 12% of child sexual abuse is reported to the authorities (g).
The prevalence of false reporting is between2% and 10%. For example, a study of eight U.S.
communities, which included 2,059 cases of sexual assault, found a 7.1% rate of false reports
(k).A study of 136 sexual assault cases in Boston found a 5.9% rate of false reports (j). ResearchGRAPHIC BY: MARISA MORRISSETTE AND MARY RUTH WOMBLE
ers studied 812 reports of sexual assault from 2000-03 and found a 2.1% rate of false reports (h).
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The Red Zone, the time between the beginning of school and Thanksgiving break, is when students are most likely to
be sexually assaulted. In the annual security report and annual fire safety report 2016, there were eight reported rapes
on campus. During just the first 10 weeks of school on the Ole Miss campus in the fall of 2016, there have already been
three rapes reported. This special edition of The Daily Mississippian digs deep into the social issue of sexual assault.

• The Ole Miss yearbook Editor in Chief
• NewsWatch Ole Miss Manager
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Making Ole
a statement
Miss sweeps No. 10 ECU

A

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE

crowd of 9,000
stood on its feet
and
watched
Dallas Woolfolk
work swiftly on the mound,
locating a mid-90s a fastball
on both sides of the plate. The
sophomore right-hander had
inherited a bases loaded mess
with no one out in the eighth

inning, relieving Greer Holston
in a game that Ole Miss led 8-6.
“The crowd started cheering,
and it pumped me up. I was
ready for it,” Woolfolk said.
It was a chance for East Carolina to regain control of a game
it once led 6-2 just two innings
prior. Three Pirate runners occupied the bases only to watch

Woolfolk pump fastball after
fastball into the mitt of catcher Nick Fortes, mixing in a
sharp slider to keep the top of
the ECU lineup off balance. He
struck out three consecutive
hitters to get Ole Miss out of
a pinch, and his six-out save
clinched an 8-6 win for the
Rebels as well as a sweep of

JACQUELINE KNIRNSCHILD

inally issued Jan. 27.
“Change Mississippi is a
grassroots focused effort to
make Mississippi the great
place we know it can be,” Grover said.
Signs reading “#Let’sTalkAbout” hung from the tents,
clueing visitors into the issues
being discussed at each booth.
Participants talked over Muslim history, Islamic extremism,
life in the U.S. and a discussion
titled “What’s Going on in the
Middle East.” There was also
a tent labeled “Learn to Write
Arabic,” in which Ole Miss students learning Arabic would
write a visitor’s name.
Mahmoud ElSohly, pharmacy professor and president

of the Oxford Muslim Society, spoke at Sunday’s event.
ElSohly said he has lived as
a Muslim in Oxford for more
than 40 years.
“We really want you to talk
to us, learn things from us,
what we are, who we are and
what we stand for,” ElSohly
said. “We want you to get that
information from us, not the
media.”
ElSohly recited a verse from
the Quran, emphasizing God’s
creation of different tribes
and communities in order to
get together and learn about
each other.
“Islam doesn’t teach us to

10th-ranked East Carolina.
“I don’t know if I’ve ever
seen a more dominant performance. I don’t know if there
can be,” head coach Mike Bianco said. “With the situation,
and the talented team that he
is facing and to strike out five
out of six right there in the
middle of their lineup, it was

just terrific.”
East Carolina jumped on Ole
Miss starter Brady Feigl out of
the gate, plating two runs in the
opening inning on a two-RBI
base hit from Travis Watkins.
Feigl made it five innings and
was responsible for five runs

M

ore
than
100
protesters waited
on the crowded
Lyceum
carpet
Friday as student leaders and
university
administration
spoke behind closed doors just
one floor above them.
Hours before, those same
students
were
wandering
around
campus
doing
homework or talking to
friends, planning for gameday
or attending class, but common
cause had drawn them all to
a protest at the heart of the
university.
On Thursday night, Jordan
Samson, an Ole Miss business
major, commented on a
Facebook post about the riots
in Charlotte, where protesters
have rallied around the death
of Keith Lamont Scott, who
was shot by policemen.
“I have a tree with room for
all of them if you want to settle
this Wild West style,” the
comment said.
After NY Daily News reporter
Shaun King pointed out the
comment and several hundred
people retweeted it or posted
it to Facebook, many looked
to university administration to
respond.
UM
NAACP
President
Tysianna Marino told The Daily
Mississippian in a telephone
interview that she wanted
to give the administration
the opportunity to respond
appropriately
before
organizing a response from the
association.
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter’s
initial response was issued
around noon Friday.
“The university leadership
and I are aware of recent
comments made on social
media that have generated
concern by members of
the Ole Miss community,”
the statement said. “The
University
of
Mississippi
condemns the use of language
that might encourage or
condone violence. Instead,
let’s be respectful and civil in
our discourse, as called for in
the Creed.”
The statement did not

SEE LYCEUM PAGE 6

PHOTOS BY: ARIEL COBBERT

TOP: Dominique Scott, treasurer of NAACP and president of Students Against Social
Injustice, and Jaylon Martin, vice president of NAACP, state their list of demands for
university administrators. LEFT: Dominique Scott, Allen Coon and Makala McNeil discuss
and draft up their list of demands. RIGHT: Students have civil dialogue with Andrew
Soper, ASB senator, and sponsor of Our State Flag Foundation, on
the steps of the Lyceum after several students voice their concern
about him being in the Lyceum during the sit-in. LEFT: Brandon
Jones prepares a sign, that reads, “Why is the value of our lives
being questioned,” for the sit-in in the Lyceum.

REBELS TRIUMPH OVER GEORGIA
SEE INSIDE PAGES 10 AND 12

SEE BASEBALL PAGE 8

Non-proﬁt connects Muslim locals, other Oxonians
thedmnews@gmail.com

Non-profit
organization
Change Mississippi hosted an
event aimed at breaking down
borders between different
faiths this Sunday at the Square.
For the inaugural “Meet Your
Neighbors,” members of the
Oxford Muslim Society and Ole
Miss Muslim Student Association set up tents in Oxford City
Hall’s parking lot and answered
questions about their faith.
Change Mississippi President
Ryan Grover said the event was
a response to President Donald
Trump’s executive order banning immigrants from seven
Muslim-majority nations, orig-

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Robert Allen, known as “Brother Robert,” shares stories with Ole Miss students
Quinn Chandler, Sarah Charlton and Tyler White during the Meet Your Neigh-

SEE NEIGHBORS PAGE 3 bors event Sunday.

Pick up an application at the Student Media Center, 201 Bishop Hall, during business
hours, 8-5, M-F. Previous Student Media experience required. These are paid positions
that require a minimum 2.5 GPA, and full-time student status.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY,
Feb. 28 FEB. 23
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lAG opens investigation into online wine sales
y
ANDERS CULINER
JACK HALL
CONTRIBUTORS

Mississippi Attorney General
Jim Hood has filed a complaint
against four national online wine
distributors for apparent violations of state law.
The complaint, filed late last
month in Rankin County Chancery Court by the Attorney General’s office and the Alcoholic
Beverage Control division of the
Mississippi Department of Revenue, takes issue with the fact that
these four vendors send shipments of alcohol without verifying customer age, collecting internet sales taxes or obeying the
laws of dry counties.
The four companies under investigation, Wine Express, Inc.
of Mt. Kisco, New York; The
California Wine Club of Ventura, California; Gold Medal Wine
Club of Santa Barbara, California; and Bottle Deals Inc. of
Syosset, New York, all declined
interviews.
The investigation, which was
spearheaded by the AG’s office
and Department of Revenue,
sent out inquiries to 63 online
wine distributors, of which 22
sold and shipped wine into
Mississippi, some without verification of a 21-year-old purchaser or without verification of
a 21-year-old living at the shipping address used.
The AG office’s official press
release said four vendors in
question shipped wine into dry
counties. Of the 82 counties in
Mississippi, 36 still have liquor
laws in place that would classify
them as fully dry counties.
The release said that for every
$25 bottle of wine sold online
by vendors, the state loses $6 in
revenue if they do not collect internet sales tax.
The practice of shipping wine
and liquor across state lines into

CONCEALED CARRY
continued from page 1

will be used against Mississippi’s
universities during the recruiting
process and fan attendance will
be negatively impacted,” Sankey
said in the letter.
In a statement, Glenn Boyce,
commissioner of Higher Education, said the bill could compromise safety on campuses.
“HB 1083 compromises our
ability to protect and ensure the
safety of those on our campuses
because it nullifies and prohibits
any policies and/or authority to
designate sensitive areas of campus where weapons should not
be allowed.”
Last month, some Associated
Student Body senators mentioned plans to propose a bill allowing concealed carry of weapons on campus.
ASB Vice President Elam Miller said there are no concrete
plans for this bill yet.
“I’ve talked to senators that

Mississippi is illegal and may
hurt the revenues of both state
and local liquor stores. Further,
Mississippi law states that purchases of alcohol by either a
business or an individual must
go through the ABC.
Wes Taylor, the proprietor of
Burg Wine Limited in Oxford,
said the state ABC will directly
benefit from the AG complaint
(as it collects an immediate 27.5
percent tax on alcohol) and that
his business as a distributor will
be brought up in the crossfire of
interests.
“The difficulty I have faced,
besides having to work with
a middleman, is that of having smaller selection,” Taylor
said. “People wait years to get
on wine lists for the ability to
buy cult wines. … These wines
wouldn’t be available to the
consumer any other way except
directly through the winery.”
Aaron Herrington, owner
of High Cotton Wine & Spirits
Warehouse in Oxford, said the
average consumer might not
always be aware of the laws
regulating liquor distribution
in Mississippi.
“Mississippi does not allow the
direct shipment of alcohol despite the fact that there are states
and companies that do ship to
Mississippi,” Herrington said.
“Ultimately, I think we’re limited
in the way the state works.”
Herrington also said many
people from out of state are unaware of the laws in Mississippi.
“Some people aren’t aware
that shipping into Mississippi is
illegal,” Herrington said. “It’s no
one’s fault for thinking you should
be able to purchase online.”
Herrington said he understands the market problems attributed to online distribution of
wine and liquor.
“The state is prohibiting this
type of shipment, and they’re
pursuing it since the state is los-

have been in the works with this
idea, and I know that they haven’t drafted anything and aren’t
planning to do anything with it
until it passes through the state
Senate,” he said.
Miller said the ASB Senate has
a rule that proposed legislation
must be legally possible before
it can pass through ASB Senate.
“Since this hasn’t passed
through the state Senate, it is
currently impossible,” he said.
Miller also said the ASB Senate has not yet had a chance to
discuss HB 1083 since its Tuesday night meeting.
Miller said that ASB Senate
has a rule that legislation must
be possible before it can pass
through ASB Senate.
“Since this hasn’t passed
through the state Senate, it is
currently impossible,” he said.
Miller also said that ASB Senate has not yet had a chance to
discuss this since their Tuesday
night meeting.
As of now, a person must be
at least 21 years of age, have no

FILE PHOTO: TAYLAR TEEL

Attorney General Jim Hood
ing revenue due to the amount
of the purchases being made
online,” Herrington said. “Everyone in Mississippi, due to
the way ABC regulates things,
are subject to the same laws and
no direct shipment to stores is a
major reason for lost revenue.”
Herrington said he sees the
policies benefiting the state and
its trade interests.
“With stores outside the state
that are shipping into Mississippi, it certainly is creating an unfair balance,” Herrington said. “I
would expect to see a growth in
sales if the option to shop online
were to be prohibited.”
Adam Havard, a level two

wine sommelier since 2013, said
he considers online wine sales
are a response to the low availability and high prices for wine
in Mississippi when purchasing
through the centralized liquor
warehouse in Jackson.
“It would be wonderful to
be able to order wines directly from the vineyards which
produce them that otherwise
I can’t get my hands on while
in Mississippi, but at the same
time, the laws of Mississippi are set up in a way which
prevents this,” Havard said.
“It generates taxable revenues
which can be distributed to
all those basic necessities in

government.”
While Havard did not suggest subverting the state’s legal
system to save a quick buck, he
said he has ordered wine from
an online dealer before because
he would not have access to it
otherwise.
“When I ordered wine online, I
had it shipped to a friend’s house
in another state and then picked
it up,” Harvard said. “I’m not upset about (the AG’s complaint)
since it is an illegal practice,
and I’m not one to get tied up in
twisting the rules or avoiding the
system. However, I do think the
law is an inconvenient one.”

felonies on his or her record, and
not “chronically or habitually”
abuse controlled substances to
obtain a concealed carry permit.
Those in the U.S. Armed Forces
may start carrying at age 18.
The bill passed in the House
this morning updates House Bill
506, passed by the Mississippi
Legislature in 2011, that allows
both individuals who undergo
specific training and all public

defenders to carry concealed
weapons.
There are two main types of
concealed carry laws in Mississippi: Standard and enhanced.
The state’s standard concealed
carry law, allows users who pass
a background check to carry a
concealed weapon in certain
places, but there are strict parameters on the locations in
which they can legally carry.

The 2011 bill says to obtain an
enhanced concealed carry permit, individuals must complete
a safety course with a certified
instructor from a nationally
recognized organization that
specializes in firearms training.
Individuals with this permit can
take their weapons with them
into public spaces, like college
campuses, whereas those with
the standard permit cannot.

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am

38543
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OXFORD FILM FESTIVAL

Oxford Film Fest kicks off with community movies

MIRANDA GARDNER
STAFF WRITER

The Powerhouse served as the
stage for the first event of the film
festival, a community film night
yesterday. Featuring several performances and short films, community
film night gave its audience an enticing look into the weekend ahead.
This year’s film categories include
Fest Forward: Animated and Experimental and New Media, Documentary and Narrative Features
and Shorts, Mississippi Narrative
and Documentary, Music Video and
Documentary, LGBTQ and Kid Film
Festival.
With at least 20 local filmmakers
in attendance and many more from
elsewhere, the evening included
a wide array of personalities and
perspectives.
Astin Rocks, one of the creative
minds behind “Love Soliloquy,”
which screens Friday and Sunday,
said her first time in Oxford was a
thrill.
“I’ve been interested in the festival for a while now,” she said. “To
finally be a part of it all is fantastic.

Everyone has told me how tightly knit the local arts community is
here, and that’s really something
special.”
Terry Southern read the script for
his movie “Twirling At Ole Miss,”
and the combination of written
script, spoken word and visual cues
brought the story to life. The reading allowed the audience to focus
on the story itself and interpret the
narrative.
A variety of shorts were screened
throughout the evening, ranging
from the gently absurd – and entirely loveable – history of the Pizza Marketing newsletter in Tony
King’s Pizza Magazine, to a tribute
to Oxford’s own Thacker Mountain
Radio on its 20th anniversary.
One of the most memorable aspects of the night, however, was
“Birthing Video” by Christina Huff.
The short experimental film uses
visual cues to toy with its viewers’
sense of curiosity. This first event
for the film festival brought the creative community of Oxford together
to honor the art of filmmaking as
well as showcase its diverse local
talent, capturing the spirit of the
event itself.

PHOTOS BY: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

Locals and filmmakers in the Oxford community read scripts and pose for
pictures at Community Film Night last night at the Powerhouse. The event kicked
off the Oxford Film Festival.
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sDiscount offered at festival for LGBTQ movies
everything in between,”
Addington said. “It
is an informative
documentary,
and the
filmmaker
will be

DEVNA BOSE

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The Oxford Film
Festival is offering a
discount for tickets
to movies in the
LGBTQ+ category
for the first time
ever as a show of
solidarity with that
community.
Melanie
Addington,
executive director of
Oxford Film Festival,
said organizers of
the festival launched
the LGBTQ+ category
after House Bill 1523
was temporarily stopped.
However, after this year, when
it became legal to deny service
to people, including those in
the LGBTQ+ community, on
the basis of religious belief,
the film festival strengthened
its support by offering a 50
percent discount on tickets
for the LGBTQ+ section of the
festival. Attendees can access
this discount online with the
code “OutOxford.”
“We decided to further our
support and efforts of our
new film series by making
sure there are no barriers
to access,” Addington said.
“Six dollars for a movie ticket
these days is less than going to
a coffee shop, and so we hope

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION BY: EMILY HOFFMAN

it is an encouragement to try
out one of the LGBT films,
especially for those who never
have before. We really want to
fill every seat to further show
support.”
In addition to an LGBTQ+
short film block, three featurelength films, “Between the
Shades,” “Boys for Sale”
and “Alaska is a Drag,” will
represent the LGBTQ+
category at the film festival.
“For someone new to
the category, Jill Salvino’s
‘Between the Shades’ is a great
starting point as it is people
just discussing exactly what it
means to be an L, G, B, T and

present for
a Q&A.”
The films are
meant to be accessible
not only to the LGBTQ+
community but also to friends
of the community.
“The important thing is for
people to see these incredible
films. Our town is so full of
culture and things to do that
we often lose track of what’s
happening around us,” Brian
Whisenant, head programmer
for the LGBTQ+ category at
the film festival, said. “In our
current political climate,
it can be really scary for
LGBTQ people, and we need
our allies to come out and
show us love.”
The “current political
climate” has made some
filmmakers nervous to come

to the film festival, according
to Addington.
“I had LGBT filmmakers
asking me about their safety
coming
to Mississippi this
year because
of HB 1523,
and I want to
show them
that Oxford is
a welcoming
place for
everyone,”
Addington said.
“I hope that Oxford
responds in kind to welcome
filmmakers from across the
globe to our town and prove to
them that laws like this do not
represent us as a people.”
By offering discounted
tickets to LGBTQ+ films and
standing in solidarity with
the LGBTQ+ community,
Whisenant hopes to show
the world that Oxford is a
welcoming town.
“Oxford Film Festival has
always shown LGBTQ films,
but Melanie Addington and
I believe that highlighting
the community and giving
it its own section shows
our town and the film
community at large that
we are not our state’s
legislative bigotry,” he said.
Blake Summers is the
co-director for OutOxford,
a recently created LGBTQ+
organization providing
opportunities in education,

activism, wellness and
community in Oxford. Ahead
of this year’s film festival, he
got to preview a short film that
will be shown at the festival
called “Fishy.”
“It caught me off guard. I
found myself relating to the
gay son/father dynamic in
an animation, and it hit me
hard,” he said. “Being a child,
you don’t have the intention
of failing your parent. Coming
out, for some, is very much
that. It is the sad truth of
today, but empathy can
change all that.”
Summers said he especially
appreciates Oxford Film
Festival’s dedication to
diversity in film.
“Oxford Film Festival
has been very dedicated to
bringing LGBTQ+ films to
Oxford. Film offers a unique
experience to relate to an
unexpected person or world,
and I hope others utilize this
opportunity to do so,” he said.
Whisenant encouraged
the community to take
advantage of the discount
for the LGBTQ+ section of
the film festival.
“LGBTQ Oxford needs to
come out and support these
films,” he said. “A discount?
Well, it’s another incentive,
even though the films
themselves are truly the only
incentive needed.”

‘Two Balloons’ takes viewers on dream-like journey
JAX DALLAS

STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the Oxford
Film Festival will host a total of
nine animated short films, one
of which is “Two Balloons,” a
whimsical stop-motion journey
through the skies.
These animated short films
are part of the Film Festival’s
“Fest Forward” block, which
is intended to “look forward to
the potential future of filmmaking in both theme and
practice.”
“Two Balloons” tells the story
of two travelers who must overcome extreme distances, dizzying heights and deadly storms
to reunite their love. This plot
may sound pretty normal until
realizing these two lovers are
actually lemurs, and they are
piloting giant airships against a
beautiful dreamscape sky.
“I’d describe it as a daydream,” said Mark Smith,
director, producer and writer of
“Two Balloons.”
The production process of
“Two Balloons” raged on for
four years, taking Smith and
his team of more than 60
people away from their original
plan of a live action project to

a wholly animated one. One of
the longest scenes to shoot was
an intense storm sequence
that took three months to
complete.
“It was one of those life
experiences where I just
didn’t know what I was getting
into. I felt that a lot of live
action would fit seamlessly
into stop-motion, and some
of them did, but, for the most
part, I learned very quickly that
stop-motion is its own language,” Smith said.
For Smith and his team,
“Two Balloons” was a daunting
debut into stop-motion, but
they were not alone in their
struggle. They had the help of
experienced stop-motion animators to help their daydream
come true, one of whom was
Teresa Drilling, an award-winning animator who is known
for her work on “Coraline” and
“Anomalisa.”
“(Drilling) had never met
me before, and I had never
had any experience in stopmotion before, so she gave
me a list of tasks that needed
to be accomplished,” Smith
said. “There was definitely an
ambiance of speaking with a
very experienced person.”

Now that the four years
of tumultuous filming are
over, “Two Balloons” has
entered the film festival circuit,
visiting Oxford Film Fest as
well as many other prestigious
festivals, including FlickerFest
in Sydney and ClermontFerrand Short film festival in
Clermont-Ferrand, France.
“What’s nice about film
festivals is that they are a way
to get your work seen, and it is
the people in your community
who are passionate about film
that are validating the work,
because they are choosing to
screen it,” Smith said. “There’s
no favorites or politics. There
are submissions, and the work
is seen by people who are not
judging it by who made it or
where it came from. … In short,
it gives films momentum.”
“Two Balloons” animator
Vanessa Pridgen will repre-

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION BY: EMILY HOFFMAN

sent the short at Oxford Film
Fest, and said of the many challenges associated with producing stop-motion, the problem
of “breathing sets” sticks out.
“Stop-motion is a form of
time-lapse photography, so
it comes with a lot of similar
problems that you get with
time-lapse,” Pridgen said.
“You get light flicker. You
get ‘breathing sets’, which is
set movement that happens
when the temperature changes throughout the duration
of shooting. The wood and
materials change shape. You
get dust settle. … You have to
leave absolutely everything
alone except for the thing that’s
supposed to be moving.”
Pridgen will be involved in
a Q&A panel following the

Fest Forward
segment on
Saturday to represent “Two Balloons”
and answer any
questions that
the audience
has regarding the film
and how it
was made. For
Pridgen, Smith
and the rest of the
team behind “Two Balloons,” film festival reception is
a wonderful opportunity.
“I think it would be neat
for people to come out with
a renewed appreciation for
stop-motion,” Pridgen said.
“Sometimes, it’s the format
people turn to because it’s
‘cool,’ but when it’s approached
as an artform and given an
incredible amount of care, ‘Two
Balloons’ is an example of what
you can do with stop-motion.”
Those wishing to learn more
about “Two Balloons” in person
can attend the Fest Forward
segment of the Oxford Film
Fest at 10:15 a.m. Saturday
at Malco screen two. More
information can be found at
oxfordfilmfest.com.

OXFORD FILM FESTIVAL
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Southern studies students to premiere short film

a lot of black people and
white people a lot of pain. I
think that’s what he’s doing
with this song as a straight
white male and minister.
He’s trying to bring awareness to a race issue.”
The short film is set to
premiere in the Mississippi
Music Video block 9:45 p.m.
Friday on Malco screen 3.

Buy $50 in gift cards and receive
20% off merchandise coupon!
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learn to find a way to have
conversations about race –
especially about the history
of Mississippi because we
talk about Mississippi, but
we don’t talk about the bad
in Mississippi, and there is
a lot of bad in Mississippi,
and we skip over those topics,” Roy said. “So I think it’s
important to talk about that
racial history, that bad history, the history that caused
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50 March man
51 Sacred song
52 Lots
53 Related on the
mother’s side
55 Greek goddess of
the earth
56 Prefix for while
59 Annoy
61 Fair hiring abbr.
62 Actor Chaney
63 ___ and outs
64 So-so grade
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26 Signs
27 Malarkey
28 Bruins legend
30 Maker of Pong
31 Retained
34 Shut with force
36 Keep an ___ the
ground
37 Blacksmith, at times
38 Campfire treat
43 Not neg.
44 Spoollike toy
47 Fine fiddles
49 Pines

3

DOWN
1 She played Mindy
2 Author Le Shan
3 Jalopy
4 Besides
5 Sounds
6 Confronts
7 Basilica area
8 Crash wherever
convenient
9 Citrus cooler
10 Republic in S North
America
11 Pittsburgh product
12 Capital city of Yemen
13 ___ is human...
21 “The Thin Man” pooch
23 Woman who hunts
24 ___ lazuli
25 Actress Graff
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55 Columbus’s birthplace
57 Persian Gulf fed.
58 Jewelled crown worn
by women
60 Souvenir
65 Hearst kidnap grp.
66 ___ my case
67 Nary a soul
68 Sound booster
69 Take to the ice
70 Have a feeling about

driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s
IP Holder LLC.
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ACROSS
1 Pie nut
6 Lady of the house
11 Concorde, e.g.
14 A Bell for ___
15 Form of lyrical poem
16 Chinese “way”
17 ___ Gras
18 Antique auto
19 Compass dir.
20 Fills to the gills
22 Do ___ a Waltz?
24 Pride woman
28 Pertaining to the eyes
29 Nearly
30 Ohio city
32 Hammer part
33 Late bloomer?
35 Mrs. Dick Tracy
39 Roadside rests
40 Once around the track
41 Chicago mayor
Emanuel
42 Zaire’s Mobutu ___
Seka
43 Social gathering
45 Switch ending
46 Wynonna’s mom
48 Bivalve mollusk
50 Cramps, e.g.
53 Billboards, some say
54 Milo of “Barbarella”
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rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to

Sudoku #8
3 1 8 7 9 5
9 6 7 2 4 3
5 4 2 8 6 1
6 7 5 1 3 8
1 8 9 5 2 4
2 3 4 9 7 6
7 5 1 4 8 2
4 2 6 3 1 9
6 5 7

Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account
who order online from participating Domino’s®
locations. Point redemption only valid online at

PHOTO COURTESY: FACEBOOK.COM

Randy Weeks

3

Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.

9

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

8

A short film created by
University of Mississippi
Southern studies students
will make its premiere at
the Oxford Film Festival.
The film, “Randy Weeks,
Mississippi
Songwriter,”
was created by Keerthi
Chandrashekar, Je’Monda
Roy and Jimmy Thomas,
who all served as coproducers for the project.
The film is the product of
a three-day film workshop
the students attended, where
they were instructed by filmmaker Ava Lowery from
Southern Foodways Alliance.
The piece centers around
a Weeks-penned song titled “Emmett Till, Emmett
Till (does your soul wonder
still?)” The song describes

explores Weeks’ songwriting. A native of Madison,
Weeks currently resides in
Oxford, where he is a “psychotherapist by profession.”
He also writes regularly for
the Clarion-Ledger, the Oxford Eagle and the Local
Voice.
“My first specific memory of writing was in the
second grade,” Weeks said.
“Our class had taken a field
trip to the petrified forest
in Flora. When we got back,
our teacher had us write
a story about the experience. In college, I started
writing hymn texts, original songs and more poetry.
Somewhere along the way,
I started writing pieces for
newspapers and other publications. Now, I have dozens of original songs.”
In the film, Weeks describes how being from Mississippi has directly impacted the songs he writes. He
said he hopes the documentary will serve as a “catalyst”
for important conversations.
“I hope that it will shed
light on Till’s torture and
lynching, resulting in people recognizing the barbaric nature of such actions,”
Weeks said. “If they see the
horror of such racism and
bigotry, perhaps they will
become empowered to fight
this evil wherever they go.”
The creators of the film
hope it can serve as a learning experience for people
and that it opens doors for
more dialogue about race in
Mississippi.
“I hope the audience will

7 9 3 5
3 7 6 8
8 4 9 1
4 2 5 3

CONTRIBUTOR

the lack of justice and pain
centered around the tragedy of Emmett Till and asks,
“Will there ever be any
peace for the soul of Emmett Till?”
“The goal of the film was
to highlight the song written by Randy Weeks and explore his reasons for writing
the song,” Lowery said.
The song starts with a reference to the Tallahatchie
River and the “many secrets
that she will always keep.”
It quickly transitions to Till
with the line “back in 1955 I
guess she had her fill when
she gave up the body of a
child named Emmett Till.”
On the 60th anniversary
of Till’s death, his family
requested that Weeks come
and perform the song for
them.
The short documentary

Sudoku #7
2 4 9 3 6
1 3 8 7 5
5 6 7 4 8
4 9 2 8 3
7 5 3 1 9
8 1 6 2 4
9 2 4 5 1
3 7 5 6 2
6 8 1 9 7
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2018 OXFORD FILM FEST
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
6 p.m. – Thacker Mountain Radio – Ford
Center

7:30 p.m. – Opening Night: “The Last Movie
Star” – Ford Center

8 p.m. – VIP Party

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
9:30 a.m. – Green Room Open – Malco
10:30 a.m. – “Seeing is Believing” Screening
and Female Filmmaker Panel – Malco 4
11 a.m. – VR Workshop and Demos – Malco
Tent
11:30 a.m. – “Do U Want It?” – Malco 2
Noon – “Love Soliloquy”/”The Process” –
Malco 1
Noon – “Eriko, Pretended” – Malco 3
Noon – Founders Reception – UM Museum
12:30 p.m. – “Serenade for Haiti” – Oxford
Conference Center
1 p.m. – “Boys for Sale” – Malco 4

2 p.m. – “Rodents of Unusual Size” – Malco 2
2:15 p.m. – “Door in the Woods” – Malco 1
2:30 p.m. – International Shorts – Malco 3
3 p.m. – “Liyana” – Oxford Conference Center
3:15 p.m. – “Living on Soul” – Malco 4
4:15 p.m. – “Alaska Is a Drag” – Malco 2
4:45 p.m. – Mississippi Shorts – Malco 1
5 p.m. – “The Drawer Boy” – Malco 3
5:15 p.m. – “Word is Bond” – Oxford
Conference Center
5:30 p.m. – “The Organizer” – Malco 4
5:30 p.m. – How to Get Your Film Publicized
Panel – Malco Tent

6:45 p.m. – LGBTQ Shorts Block – Malco 2
7:15 p.m. – “Bernard and Huey” – Malco 1
7:30 p.m. – Documentary Shorts Block –
Malco 3
8 p.m. – “Forever ‘B’” – Malco 4
8 p.m. – VIP Party
9 p.m. – “Cop Chronicles: Loose Cannons: The
Legend of the Haj-Mirage” – Malco 2
9:30 p.m. – Late Night Shorts Block – Malco 1
9:45 p.m. – Music Video Block – Malco 3

12:30 p.m. – “The Sounding” – Malco 2
12:30 p.m. – “Rodents of Unusual Size” –
Malco 3
12:45 p.m. – “Boys for Sale” – Malco 4
1 p.m. – Lobaki Virtual Reality Workshops –
PH Gallery
1:15 p.m. – Audio Panel – Malco Tent
1:15 p.m. – “Meerkat Moonship” – PH
Theater
2 p.m. – “BASEketball” – Malco 1
2:30 p.m. – “Mississippi Madam” – Oxford
Conference Center
2:45 p.m. – “Forever ‘B’” – Malco 2
3 p.m. – “Word is Bond” – Malco 3
3:15 p.m. – Fest Forward Block – Malco 4
4 p.m. – Visual Effects Panel – Malco Tent

4:15 p.m. – Mississippi Humanities Council
Presents “Circles” – Malco 1
5 p.m. – Drama Shorts Block – Malco 2
5 p.m. – “The Long Shadow” – Oxford
Conference Center
5:30 p.m. – “Urania Descending” – Malco 3
5:45 p.m. – “Alaska Is a Drag” – Malco 4
6:30 p.m. – “Door in the Woods” – Malco 1
7:30 p.m. – Comedy Shorts Block – Malco 2
8 p.m. – “Cassette” – Malco 3
8 p.m. – “Between the Shades” – Malco 4
8 p.m. – Awards VIP Party
8:45 p.m. – Centerpiece: “Allure” – Malco 1
10 p.m. – VIP Awards Ceremony – PH Theater

12:15 p.m. – “The Drawer Boy” – Malco 3
12:15 p.m. – “The Organizer” – Malco 4
12:30 p.m. – Award Winning Films – Malco 2
1 p.m. – Crowdfunding Panel – Malco Tent
1 p.m. – I Can Make a Movie Workshop – PH
Gallery
1:15 p.m. – Teen Shorts – PH Theater
2:30 p.m. – “The Long Shadow” – Malco 1
2:45 p.m. – “The Sounding” – Malco 4
3:15 p.m. – “How They Got Over” – Malco 3
3:15 p.m. – “Whale Rider” – PH Gallery

3:30 p.m. – Queer Filmmaking Panel – Malco
Tent
5 p.m. – “Between the Shades” – Malco 4
5:15 p.m. – “Midwinter and Mohawk” –
Malco 2
5:30 p.m. – “Eriko, Pretended” – Malco 3
6 p.m. – Closing Night: “Mad to be Normal”
– Malco 1
8 p.m. – Goodbye Dinner for Filmmakers

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
9:30 a.m. – Green Room Open – Malco
9:30 a.m. – Kid Short Films – PH Theater
9:45 a.m. – “How They Got Over” – Oxford
Conference Center
9:45 a.m. – I Can Make a Movie Workshop –
PH Gallery
10 a.m. – “I Am Evidence” – Malco 1
10 a.m. – “Cop Chronicles: Loose Cannons:
The Legend of the Haj-Mirage” – Malco 3
10:15 a.m. – Animation Block – Malco 2
10:15 a.m. – “Serenade for Haiti” – Malco 4
11:30 a.m. – “I Am Evidence” Panel
Discussion – Malco Tent
Noon – “Do U Want It?” – Oxford Conference
Center
Noon – Best of Louisiana Film Prize – Malco 1

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
9:30 a.m. – Green Room Open – Malco
9:45 a.m. – Easy Magic Movie Costume
Workshop – PH Gallery
10 a.m. – “Mississippi Madam” – Malco 1
10 a.m. – “Bernard and Huey” – Malco 3
10 a.m. – “Liyana” – Malco 4
10 a.m. – “The Amazing Wizard of Paws” – PH
Theater
10:15 a.m. – “Cassette” – Malco 2
12:15 p.m. – “Love Soliloquy”/”The Process” –
Malco 1

SPORTS
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Depth, athleticism headline 2018 signing class
JOSH GOLLIHAR
STAFF WRITER

With this year’s National
Signing Day having come
and gone, head coach Matt
Luke has to be impressed
with the work he and his
staff put in to secure a top30 class.
After adding seven signees on Wednesday, Ole
Miss welcomes 22 new Rebels to Oxford in the first
year of the Early Signing
Period era. Though the staff
was able to sign a plethora
of talent on both sides of
the ball, the most important takeaway from the 2018
class will be the depth it
brings to the roster.
On offense, coordinator
Phil Longo has eight new
players at his disposal and
ready to contribute to what
was already the most explosive offense in the SEC last
season. The most notable
of the eight are gunslinger quarterback Matt Corral

and wide receivers Elijah
Moore, Demarcus Gregory
and Miles Battle, who are
all four-star players.
With Ole Miss’ top receivers and signal-caller
from a year ago returning in
2018, the Nasty Wide Out
depth and solidified No. 1
under center will allow for
the new players to compete
for playing time and, more
importantly, adjust to the
speed of the college game
and master the system.
In addition to the air-attack signees, Longo took a
step toward replacing Jordan Wilkins, his bell cow
1,000-yard running back
from last season. By adding Scott Phillips, the No. 1
junior college running back
in the nation, the competition for carries between
D’Vaughn Pennamon and
Eric Swinney just got even
more interesting.
Hoping to protect the
running back, Luke and
offensive line coach Jack

Bicknell Jr. were able to
land commitments from
6-foot-5-inch, 285-pound
offensive tackle Hamilton
Hall and former California
Berkeley offensive tackle Dwayne Wallace, who
comes to Oxford by way of
graduate transfer. Wallace
will compete for the starting job at right tackle with
Alex Givens and provide
depth to a line that faced
attrition a year ago.
The wild card of the offensive line group is actually a defensive tackle signee, Jalen Cunningham. At
6-foot-6, 345 pounds, Cunningham will start out on
the defensive line, but, after he signed in December,
Luke said he would be a pro
offensive guard by the time
he leaves Oxford.
While the offense stridefully improved, the majority of the signees in this
year’s class came on the
defensive side of the ball.
And for good reason. In

2017, the Rebels lacked
depth at all levels of the defense, which led to players
running out of gas late in
games and an inability to
replace injured starters.
Filling a substantial hole,
six of the players in this
class come on the defensive
line, the most notable being
6-foot-5, 330-pound JUCO
transfer defensive tackle
Noah Jefferson. Jefferson,
despite his massive frame,
is quick on his feet and can
out-run many of his position counterparts.
Behind Jefferson and the
trenchmen, newly hired
linebackers coach Jon Sumrall is handed a mixture of
athletic linebackers who do
it all and agile pass rush
specialists. Signees Jacquez
Jones and Kevontae’ Ruggs
offer athleticism at inside
linebacker, while Vernon
Dasher and Jonathan Hess
bring longer frames to a
rush linebacker spot.
To round out the second-

ary, four defensive backs
were added in this class.
Tylan Knight and JaKorey
Hawkins offer depth, while
Cam White has the frame
to develop into a typical
SEC safety who controls the
game in many aspects. Additionally, Keidron Smith
has the frame and athleticism to be quite the hitter.
Heading the “Mississippi Made” slogan for his
program, Luke has established himself as a force in
the hotbed of recruiting.
In all, the Rebels added
eight four-star players in
the 2018 class, and back in
August, the program would
have considered signing
even one to be something of
a positive.
Talent aside, the importance of this class lies in the
added depth. No position
was left out, and Luke has
set his roster up for future
success in the years to come.

22 signees expected to make immediate impact

MAISON BROOKS-TOLLEY

STAFF WRITER

As this year’s National Signing Day draws to a
close, so does Matt Luke’s
first recruiting period at the
helm of the ship.
“We’re really excited about
this class,” Luke said in a
press conference Wednesday
afternoon. “We were able to
address our needs at every
position.”
After inking 15 signees
during the first-ever Early
Signing Period in December,
Ole Miss added seven more
recruits to the 2018 class
Wednesday.
In a year filled with offfield chaos, this Rebel class
finds itself in the nation’s
top 30, a testament to the
coaching staff’s talent and
determination.
“All the credit to our
coaching staff for staying
positive,” Luke said. “We
were so excited and just
went out and sold Ole Miss.”
Despite 13 scholarship reductions over a four-year period, vacated wins and a fine
of just under $180,000, these
new recruits still found the
prospect of playing in Oxford
too tempting to pass up. Still,
Luke said he and his staff refuse to relax until they see a
player’s signature on the line.
“When all the uncertainty
went away, we were in a great
position for a lot of players,
and I think Ole Miss sells itself,” Luke said. “If we get

players on campus, there’s
a good chance that they’re
coming here.”
In this year’s class, Luke
found the right pieces to fill
Ole Miss’ positional needs.
After struggling defensively
in 2017, specifically with second-level tackling, the staff
focused on adding depth behind the line.
“It was much documented
that we needed help at linebacker. We were able to get
some length and some size at
linebacker.” Luke said. “We
have three 6-foot-4-plus linebackers. I thought that was
huge to get some size and
some big guys who could grow
into big SEC linebackers.”
Breeland Speaks and Marquis Haynes, two of the Rebels’ more consistent defenders in 2017, both elected not
to return in 2018, leaving
gaping holes in defensive coordinator Wesley McGriff’s
gameplan. But with recruits
like Noah Jefferson, Quentin Bivens, KD Hill and Hal
Northern, Luke has raised
the bar for incoming defensive talent. These recruits,
among others, are expected
to contribute significant minutes to a young Ole Miss team
next fall.
“On the defensive line
I think it’s important for
us to add size.” Luke said.
“We definitely did that with
Noah (Jefferson). He is a
big guy that can anchor in
the middle.”
Jefferson, a 6-foot 4-inch

PHOTO BY: WILSON BENTON

Football head coach Matt Luke discusses 2018 recruiting success at yesterday’s press conference.
defensive tackle, is transferring in from Arizona Western Junior College, where he
rose to the No. 19 prospect in
this year’s JUCO class. Prior
to playing in Arizona, Jefferson, a five-star recruit out of
high school, joined University of South Carolina before
leaving to join Arizona Western. He is expected to compete for Speaks’ position.
Another player to keep
an eye on is Tylan Knight, a
sturdy 5-foot-7-inch cornerback from Pearl. Despite being the lowest-rated signee in
the 2018 Rebels class, Luke
holds Knight in high regard.
“Probably the steal of the

class is Tylan Knight. Everywhere I went in the state of
Mississippi, they were saying,
‘This kid is the best player in
the state.’” Luke said. “If we
picked the Mississippi/Alabama game over again, this
kid would be picked first.”
Luke also used this class to
bolster his rush options after
Jordan Wilkins, the Rebels’
first 1,000-yard rusher since
2009, played his final collegiate snap in November.
With veterans D’Vaughn
Pennamon and Eric Swinney still in recovery, Luke
is counting on JUCO signee
Scottie Phillips to help fill
Wilkins’ shoes.

“The one that comes to
mind is Scottie Phillips,”
Luke said when asked which
recruits could contribute
immediately. “Just because
of having to replace Jordan
Wilkins, that’s the one that
pops into your mind.”
As questions about Ole
Miss’ NCAA sanctions and
appeal continue to swirl, fans
in Oxford can feel confident
knowing their team captured
a talented 2018 class.
“Just top to bottom, we
were able to address a bunch
of needs with this class,”
Luke said. “And I’m really,
really excited.”

SPORTS
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‘Mississippi Made’ campaign bodes well for Ole Miss
JOHN MACON GILLESPIE
STAFF WRITER

When time ran out in the
2017 Egg Bowl, Ole Miss
fans finally had a reason to
celebrate.
After a long and difficult
season, both on and off the
field, the Rebels defeated instate rival Mississippi State
in an Egg Bowl win that
tasted a little sweeter than
usual. In the back of their
minds, however, Rebel fans
knew that there was still
work to be done.
At the time of the Egg
Bowl, Ole Miss did not have
a permanent head coach.
Matt Luke had managed
to keep the team together
throughout the tumultuous
season, but he had done so
as interim head coach. Many
of the Rebel faithful expected 2017’s Egg Bowl to be
Luke’s last hoorah and that a
new face would soon emerge
and attempt to right the ship
after the NCAA’s investiga-

tion into Ole Miss’ recruitment tactics.
That didn’t happen.
Luke stayed, the NCAA’s
penalties were levied against
the football program and it
seemed that the nightmare
of the last five years was finally over. But the question
remained: Could Matt Luke
get it done? Would he be a
strong enough recruiter and
coach to lead the Rebels
back to prominence?
While the jury is still out
on a few of these questions,
Luke took a major step toward silencing his critics
Wednesday. Despite the turmoil surrounding the Ole
Miss football program for
the last few seasons and the
NCAA’s punishment, Luke
FILE PHOTO: MARLEE CRAWFORD
and his staff just finished
one of the most impres- Head coach Matt Luke smiles during an interview before the 2017 season.
sive recruiting cycles in the high-profile names and sal- took over the program. Luke
school’s history.
vage a recruiting class that is a native of Gulfport and
Although Ole Miss’ class was ranked in the 60s a few played football at Ole Miss in
finished just outside of the months ago speaks volumes. the ‘90s, so he, along with many
top 25, the fact that Luke and
Luke’s mantra has been current and former Rebels,
his staff were able to land “Mississippi Made” since he truly is Mississippi-made.

Luke’s appeal to the instate recruit cannot be ignored. The fact that he possesses a deep love for and
connection to this university bodes well for his 2018
class, and once much of the
cloud surrounding Ole Miss
football has lifted, one can
assume the Rebels’ classes
will get even better.
Ole Miss may not have had
a top-five recruiting class for
2018, but it definitely delivered a message. Though
Ole Miss football has been
shrouded in uncertainty for
years now, with the right
Mississippi Made coach in
place, recruits don’t seem
to mind. Luke knows how
to recruit, especially in Mississippi, and how to sell this
university to young athletes.
Luke may not have been
at his new job long, but if
this is any indication of
what’s to come, the future
is bright in Oxford.

CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
business day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
No refunds on classified ads once
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds
section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED. $900.00 DEPOSIT/$900.00/ MO. TIMBER LAKES
(662)473-2885 (662)473-2114

FULL-TIME
EQUESTRIAN STAFF FOR NC
CAMP Wilderness Summer Camp
seeks equestrian/ riding/ barn staffers with commitment to Christ. Mentor, build confidence, teach riding.
Meaningful fun, fellowship, adventure.
Twofuncamps.com (828)884-6834

PART-TIME
HELP WANTED PT/30Hrs WK Computer skills-Word, Adobe, Publisher.
Copying skills. Will work Saturdays.
Excellent customer service skills,
team player. Send resume to 1739
University Ave Oxford MS 38655

34208
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Kevontae’ Ruggs, Outside Linebacker

INKED.

Hamilton Hall, Offensive Tackle

INKED.

Miles Battle, Wide Receiver

INKED.

Tylan Knight, Cornerback

Noah Jefferson, Miles Battle, Kevontae’
Ruggs, Jakotey Hawkins, Luke Knox,
Hamilton Hall and Tylan Knight signed
their letters of intent Wednesday,
joining the other 20 players Ole Miss
signed in December. The Rebels ended
the evening ranked No. 30, according
to 247sports.com.
National Signing Day 2018
Noah Jefferson, Defensive Tackle

PHOTOS COURTESY: 247SPORTS.COM

